Hamlet of Nordegg
LOW DENSITY RESIDENCE DISTRICT (NLDR)

Architectural Guidelines

June 2013
# 33679

Table of Contents
THE HAMLET OF NORDEGG ....................................................................................................... 1
1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

INTRODUCTION................................................................................................................ 2
1.1

ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES .................................................................................. 2

1.2

INTENT AND THEME / DESIGN APPROACH .............................................................. 2

1.3

APPLICATION OF ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES ....................................................... 3

GENERAL REGULATIONS .................................................................................................. 4
2.1

LAND USE BYLAW ................................................................................................... 4

2.2

PARCEL PRODUCT TYPES ......................................................................................... 5

2.3

DRIVEWAYS ............................................................................................................ 5

SITING .............................................................................................................................. 6
3.1

HOUSE PLACEMENT ................................................................................................ 6

3.2

LOT GRADING ......................................................................................................... 6

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN .................................................................................................. 7
4.1

HOUSING PRODUCT ................................................................................................ 7

4.2

ARCHITECTURAL THEME.......................................................................................... 7

4.3

REPETITION ............................................................................................................. 8

4.4

BUILDING FORMS AND MASSING ............................................................................ 8
4.4.1
4.4.2
4.4.3
4.4.4
4.4.5
4.4.6
4.4.7

Roof Design and Pitch .................................................................................. 9
Corner Lots .................................................................................................. 9
Rear Elevations ............................................................................................ 9
Exposed Elevations .................................................................................... 10
Exterior Decks and Patios........................................................................... 10
Chimneys ................................................................................................... 11
Retaining Walls .......................................................................................... 11

4.4.8
4.4.9
4.4.10
4.4.11
5.0

6.0

Columns ..................................................................................................... 12
Dormers ..................................................................................................... 12
Porches and Balconies ............................................................................... 13
Garages / Ancillary Buildings ..................................................................... 14

BUILDING MATERIALS AND COLOURS ............................................................................ 14
5.1

PRIMARY WALL MATERIALS .................................................................................. 14

5.2

SECONDARY WALL MATERIALS ............................................................................. 14

5.3

TRIM, FASCIA AND SOFFITS ................................................................................... 14

5.4

WINDOWS ............................................................................................................ 15

5.5

ROOFING............................................................................................................... 16

5.6

ROOF HARDWARE ................................................................................................. 16

5.7

FRONT DOORS ...................................................................................................... 16

5.8

GARAGE DOORS .................................................................................................... 17

5.9

DRIVEWAYS .......................................................................................................... 18

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS ........................................................................................ 19
6.1

RECREATION AND COMMERCIAL VEHICLES/EQUIPMENT ...................................... 19

6.2

SATELLITE DISHES .................................................................................................. 19

6.3

SIGNAGE ............................................................................................................... 19
6.3.1 Addressing Signage .................................................................................... 19

7.0

8.0

LANDSCAPING................................................................................................................ 20
7.1

LANDSCAPE DESIGN .............................................................................................. 20

7.2

VEGETATION RETENTION ...................................................................................... 20

7.3

FENCING ............................................................................................................... 20

7.4

FIRE PITS AND OUTDOOR FIREPLACES ................................................................... 21

7.5

RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT ................................................................................. 21

7.6

CLOTHESLINES ....................................................................................................... 21

FIRESMART PRINCIPLES.................................................................................................. 22

8.1
9.0

FIRESMART MANUAL ............................................................................................ 22

APPROVAL PROCESS ...................................................................................................... 22
9.1

PRELIMINARY REVIEW .......................................................................................... 22

9.2

REQUIRED INFORMATION ..................................................................................... 22

9.3

SECURITY DEPOSIT ................................................................................................ 23

9.4

FINAL INSPECTION................................................................................................. 23

10.0 CONSTRUCTION REGULATIONS ...................................................................................... 24
10.1 MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT STORAGE ................................................................. 24
10.2 SANITARY UNITS ................................................................................................... 24
10.3 USE OF SITE ........................................................................................................... 24
10.4 VEHICLES AND PARKING........................................................................................ 24
10.5 OTHER NOTES ....................................................................................................... 25
11.0 DISCRETION / DISCLAIMER............................................................................................. 25
11.1 NO RIGHT TO ENFORCE ......................................................................................... 25
11.2 RIGHT TO AMEND ................................................................................................. 25
11.3 NO TRESPASSING .................................................................................................. 25
12.0 CONTACTS ..................................................................................................................... 26
APPENDIX A - Nordegg Low Density Residence District “NLDR”
APPENDIX B - Approved Siding and Roofing Colours
APPENDIX C - The Homeowners Firesmart Manual
APPENDIX D - Design Review Checklist

The Hamlet of Nordegg
Nordegg was founded in the early 1900s and is named after Martin Nordegg, a German
developer. Mr. Nordegg and the Canadian Northern Railway (CNR) developed the community
for workers of the Brazeau Colleries, named after the nearby Brazeau River. Coal production
continued until 1955 when the mine was closed as a result of the reduced demand for coal by
the railway operators.
Nordegg was originally developed drawing inspiration from the Garden Cities of Europe and the
CNR Township plan for Montreal’s Mount Royal district. The garden city inspiration resulted in
Nordegg being developed with residential parcels arranged in a semi-circle pattern around a
central business and service core.
The Nordegg mine was declared a Provincial Historic Resource in 1993 and a National Historic
Site in 2002. Even though few historic buildings remain in Nordegg itself, numerous buildings
and landmarks at the mine site have been preserved, and mine site tours are offered to the
public during the summer. Nordegg’s history is making the town a popular tourist designation.
Nordegg is also becoming popular as a hub for recreation opportunities such as, canoeing,
fishing, hiking, camping, golf, mountain biking, cross-country skiing and snowmobiling.
At the peak of the coal mine operation, Nordegg was home to 3000 residents, and the town site
is now home to approximately 200 residents. In 2010, Clearwater County approved their
current Municipal Development Plan (MDP) with policy encouraging infill and redevelopment in
existing County hamlets. The purpose of the redevelopment is to, ‘strengthen the social and
economic fabric of the hamlet as a community centre for the surrounding areas’ (Clearwater
County, Municipal Development Plan, 2010, page 21). The MDP also outlines the following:


7.2.9

Clearwater County will continue to promote tourism oriented development that
enhances Nordegg as a year-round destination point.



7.2.10

Clearwater County will seek opportunities to incorporate historically and
culturally significant features of Nordegg into an overall County tourism strategy.

As a result of this policy direction, Clearwater County has begun taking the steps to redevelop
Nordegg, using the Nordegg Development Plan and associated Design Guidelines as the
framework for redevelopment.
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1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Architectural Guidelines

Architectural Guidelines will be implemented in Nordegg to ensure that all builders will design
and build homes to meet standards that are envisioned by Clearwater County.
The Architectural Guidelines will enhance the integrity of the townsite and ensure that all
development will add value to the community. The Guidelines have been prepared to promote
a high level of architectural detail, ensure a pleasing building form, and promote an awareness
of environmental sustainability. The Architectural Guidelines will assist the County in achieving
the residential goals of the Nordegg Development Plan, Design Guidelines (page 8). These goals
are to:


Provide housing opportunities to attract and satisfy a range of needs;



Re-develop the historic core to be reminiscent of the original town;



Develop outlying residential areas that are consistent with the overall community
planning and design theme, while allowing a degree of flexibility less stringently tied to
historic precedents; and



Minimize development sprawl.

Housing plans will be carefully reviewed by the County’s Architectural Coordinator to ensure
that the housing style and design elements will blend with the homes in Nordegg, while
achieving the redevelopment goals and design approach established for Nordegg.
1.2

Intent and Theme / Design Approach

The intent of these Guidelines is to create site, building and landscape designs that maintain
consistency with Nordegg’s historic legacy and natural mountain setting, while conforming to
the spirit of the Nordegg Development Plan – Design Guidelines. The Nordegg Development
Plan – Design Guidelines identifies three main themes (page 10):
Reaching to the Past but Looking to the Future
Nordegg was a unique, thriving and modern community. Redevelopment will achieve this again
with a contemporary community reflecting its historic character – using the past to build on its
future.
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Built From the Underground Up
Nordegg’s deep historical roots lie in the coal mining industry. Integration of these roots into
the overall design approach is necessary in order to encapsulate all that Nordegg is. The mining
aesthetic will be incorporated into street furniture, signage, and lighting.
Alberta’s Garden City
Nordegg exists as Alberta’s only example of a community built on the “Garden City” plan. Visual
elements of this aspect of the town are hard to ignore and should be included in any approach
to town design. Utilizing this type of plan in the design guidelines offers an escape from the
undifferentiated development that forms neither neighbourhood nor city in the bland stucco
suburbs of the 1990’s. This in turn offers the opportunity to live in a traditional town with
historic community scale and architectural traditions.
The First Nation’s people and the original town populations of Nordegg had a strong territorial
feeling about the entire surrounding landscape. The surrounding natural landscape is a
dominant feature of the townsite, and the integration of the townsite into the surrounding
natural areas is an obvious theme to build on in conjunction with other design approaches.
Sustainability and environmental issues were considered in the original conceptualization at the
turn of the century and are currently being considered in the area’s redevelopment as a
sustainable community. Nordegg serves as an example of an environmentally friendly
community.
1.3

Application of Architectural Guidelines

These Architectural Guidelines are to be applied to lots in Nordegg that are zoned Nordegg Low
Density Residence District (NLDR) in accordance with the Clearwater County Land Use Bylaw.
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2.0

GENERAL REGULATIONS

The Architectural Coordinator will complete a review of all new development to ensure
compliance with the Clearwater County Land Use Bylaw. An “Approved” stamp must be issued
prior to the purchaser submitting a development permit application to Clearwater County and a
building permit application to an accredited agency. All construction must comply with the
current Land Use Bylaw and the Alberta Building Code. Construction may only begin upon
receipt of an approved building permit from an accredited agency, a Development Permit from
Clearwater County and a grade slip from the Architectural Coordinator. Conformity with the
Architectural Guidelines does not supersede the required Clearwater County approval process.
A design review will be carried out as part of the development permit approval process for the
following developments or improvements:


All new construction and site development;



All exterior alterations;



Any alterations to site improvements; and



All public projects and improvements.

2.1

Land Use Bylaw

All parcels zoned Nordegg Low Density Residence District “NLDR” under the Clearwater County
Land Use Bylaw are subject to these Architectural Guidelines, as well as the requirements of the
Land Use Bylaw. The “NLDR” District identifies a list of permitted and discretionary uses and
establishes rules and regulations that apply to the development of these parcels.
The Nordegg Low Density Residence District “NLDR” is attached as Appendix A. This district may
be amended from time to time; the Clearwater County Land Use Bylaw should be consulted to
ensure a current copy is being referenced.
Reference to the following may be found in the Nordegg Low Density Residence District
“NLDR”:


Minimum Habitable Floor Area;



Building Height;



Guest Cottage;



Artist Studio;



Ancillary Buildings;
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Permitted Encroachments;



Site Specific Rules – Laned Lots; and



Site Specific Rules – Laneless Lots.

The Nordegg Low Density Residence District “NLDR” also outlines:


The Design, Character and Appearance of Buildings;



Landscaping and Fencing; and



Other requirements.

2.2

Parcel Product Types

The historic residential area in Nordegg has two types of parcels, laned parcels and laneless
parcels, which are defined below:


Laned Parcel means a parcel bounded at least in part by a lane.



Laneless Parcel means a parcel not bounded by a lane.

2.3

Driveways

The following rules shall apply to driveways:


Desirable driveway slopes are between 3% and 7%; and



Maximum driveway slope is 8%; minimum is 2%.
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3.0

SITING

3.1

House Placement

Builders are to create home designs that work with the lot grading and site topography, and
take full advantage of views. Designs shall consider the lot width, length and shape, and houses
should conform to these dimensions and shall be in compliance with the Clearwater County
Land Use Bylaw.
Please refer to the Building Grade Plan and Marketing Plan prior to home design.
3.2

Lot Grading

Lot grading must follow the natural slope of the land and is to be consistent with the
subdivision grading plan. Builders should give due consideration to building grades when
determining house types in order to assure that an appropriate house is located on each
homesite. Lot slopes should be absorbed within the building massing as much as possible.
Builders must also pay close attention to drainage patterns created on the homesites in order
to ensure surface water is channelled away from the house on all sides and into adjacent
drainage swales and storm water systems.
Builders must ensure that all of the corner and intermediate elevations, as established by the
engineering consultant, be maintained exactly as specified. Maximum permitted front, rear or
side yard slope is 3:1, builders are encouraged to stay within 3% - 25% slope.
The lot grades create a drainage pattern, as indicated on the ‘grade plan’, and must be
maintained. Site drainage must be established prior to commencing construction and
maintained by the builder throughout the construction period.
Individual lot grading (including drainage swales and retaining walls) must be completed within
individual homesite property lines.
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4.0

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

4.1

Housing Product

The proposed housing product will be single family residential homes. Buildings shall be used as
shown below:

4.2

Architectural Theme

The housing style and detailing in the historic residential area is modeled after the original
houses, which were present circa 1915. These houses were characterized by their painted cedar
4-5” siding, front porches, and cottage or gabled roofs. These Architectural Guidelines have
been developed based on this historic legacy.
Note: The Developer and the Architectural Coordinator reserve the right to accept home
designs which, in the opinion of the Architectural Coordinator, meet the Guidelines set out
herein in all respects.
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4.3

Repetition

House designs with near identical house elevations and colours may not be repeated more
often than every fifth (5th) home on the same side of the street nor within three (3) lots on the
opposite side of the street.
To be different means that there is a significant change in features such as roof type, size and
location of windows and doors, colours and finish materials. A change of materials alone and
reversing the plan is not sufficient.

4.4

Building Forms and Massing

Basic building forms include a one storey cottage roof style and a two storey gabled end. From
these basic forms, dormers, porches, balconies, and side additions, may be added. Large
buildings and massive forms should be broken down into smaller units. The design may include
jogs in the building footprint, off-set building walls and articulated roof ridgeline. Proportions
should stay within the parameters shown below.
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4.4.1

Roof Design and Pitch

Roofs shall be sloped. The pitch of a roof may vary. Flat and shallow-pitched roofs are not
appropriate. Appropriate sloping roof forms include gable roofs, hip roofs and variations on the
same. Mansard, gambrel, butterfly and round roofs are not appropriate. Basic roof slope is
between 4:12 and 12:12.


Overhangs are to be 0.45 metres (18 inch) minimum; and



Any skylights are to be flat.

4.4.2

Corner Lots

Corner lots that side onto a street or open space
will require substantial additional treatment. The
side elevation should be well articulated with
various architectural elements appropriate for the
overall design of the house. Battens will be
required on openings. Other elements may include
box outs, chimneys and fully detailed windows,
shadow bands, belly boards, porch or verandas
that wrap around from the front of the house.

4.4.3

Rear Elevations

All rear elevations will require detailing that will include at
the minimum battens around openings. Three storey
uninterrupted elevations on walkout lots will not be
permitted. Designers will be required to articulate rear
elevations on walkouts to reduce the massing.
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4.4.4

Exposed Elevations

Homes that back or side on to open spaces will require an extra level of detail much like that
used on the front elevation. Rear elevations on corner lots must have full treatment as well.

4.4.5

Exterior Decks and Patios

Handrails on exposed exterior decks are encouraged to be prefinished aluminum and metal
construction; wood rails will be approved but only if in a decorative fashion that meets the
desired Architectural Style.
Supporting columns for decks and porches that are visible from the front street or open space
are to be architecturally detailed. The cap and base of the columns must be detailed and built
out.
Deck designs must be shown on the drawings submitted to the Architectural Coordinator and
must be built at the time of construction if they are visible from any street and/or open space.
All walkout homes regardless if they are visible from the street or not will require the decks
with built out columns to be on the plans and built at the time of construction of the home.
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4.4.6

Chimneys

Chimneys may be finished to match the exterior wall material. Brick chimneys are encouraged
but not mandatory.
On corner lots builders are encouraged if possible to bring the chimneys down to grade.

4.4.7

Retaining Walls

Where retaining walls are required it is recommended that they are constructed using natural
materials, i.e., sandstone boulders, rundle rock or river rock (mortar). Retaining walls not
constructed from natural materials should be constructed with a visually aesthetic material, i.e.,
decorative concrete, or concrete with a stone or brick facing. Concrete wing walls will be
acceptable when not visible from the street and require Architectural Coordinator Approval.
Retaining walls will be limited to a height of 1.22 metres (4 feet). All retaining structures must
be within property lines. Any retaining wall exceeding 1.00 metre (3.28 feet) in height MUST be
approved by a professional engineer and may require a development permit.
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4.4.8

Columns

All columns must be boxed out in decorative material. The columns should show structural
integrity and have a rich level of detailing to reflect the traditional style of the home.

4.4.9

Dormers

The following guidelines apply to dormers:


Dormers may be located on the front or sides of cottage roofed houses.



Dormers may be located on the sides of gable end houses.



Dormers may house either one or two windows.



Dormers shall be finished in concrete composite shingles or shakes, 4 inches vertical,
painted to match the traditional housing style and building materials.
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4.4.10

Porches and Balconies

All houses require a front porch. Porches may be open or closed. Porch rails and posts are to be
simple in their detailing as per balcony railing details found in old Nordegg.
The following guidelines apply to porches and balconies:


The railings of balconies and porches must meet all code requirements;



Railing spindles and supporting posts shall have a “square” character with minimal
decorative detailing;



Posts must have a cap and base of “square” character;



Decking for all porches may be pressure treated timber, cedar or composite materials;



Front porches and rear decks should have railings in a style to match the architectural
theme; and



Concrete front steps and verandas will not be permitted.



Front steps shall be constructed of fire retardant wood and/or concrete composite
materials.

Acceptable railing materials include (depending on architectural style):


Aluminum; and



Wood.
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4.4.11

Garages / Ancillary Buildings

Garages will be allowed on all lots in the NLDR district. Garages are subject to the specific rules
outlined in the Clearwater County Land Use Bylaw.
Building materials for garages and ancillary buildings must be the same as the dwelling.
5.0

BUILDING MATERIALS AND COLOURS

5.1

Primary Wall Materials

Four to five inch horizontal concrete composite siding is the approved primary wall material in
Nordegg. Vinyl siding will not be permitted. Alternate siding materials and treatments may be
considered based on a demonstration of appropriateness and compatibility by the applicant,
and subject to approval through the Design Review Process.
Wall colours and materials must match the style of the home. Before submitting colours to the
Architectural Coordinator, builders should review adjacent house colours to avoid repetition.
Exterior wall colors in general must be reflective of the historic legacy and natural mountain
setting and shall match the colours identified in Appendix B – Approved Siding and Roofing
Colours; other colors will be approved at the discretion of the Architectural Coordinator.
5.2

Secondary Wall Materials

Brick and concrete composite shakes or shingles will be permitted as
an accent material on structures.
5.3

Trim, Fascia and Soffits

Modern trim materials used in a traditional manner will assist the
homes in Nordegg to appear traditional and timeless. Designers are
asked to put a great deal of effort into the trim detailing on the front
and rear elevation.

Trim will be required on the front and rear elevations of all
homes.


All corner boards are to be a minimum of 4 inches wide when
using concrete composite siding.
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Shadow boards or cornices, if incorporated in the design, should be used in all open gable
ends where the wall meets the soffit on all front and rear elevations.



The fascia on open gables on the front and other highly visible elevations are to be
constructed with a composite material. All other fascia may be aluminum. All fascia must
be a minimum of 8 inches in height.



Rainware should be limited on exposed elevations. Downspouts on homes should take
place on side and rear elevations only. Rainware should match colour of soffit and fascia
used on home.



If white vinyl window frames are used then white trim shall be used around the windows.



Trim shall be a colour that contrasts the colour of the main body of the home.

5.4

Windows

Casement, double-hung, and single-hung are
appropriate window types and may be incorporated
with non functional windows to create more elaborate
window designs. Sliding windows in bedrooms will be
acceptable, but still require decorative treatment.
Wood, fibreglass, vinyl and metal clad windows are
acceptable. If white vinyl windows are used, window
trim must be white.
Windows in groups of three or more are encouraged.
Either separate or banded.
Upper floor windows are to have a
proportion of 2a-a only (see image
below).
Window dressings or muntin bars are
required on the front elevation and
on the street side elevation of corner
lots.
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Skylights, if used, should match the roofing and should have a flat profile. Skylights should be
incorporated on rear elevation and should not be visible from the street.
Rear garage windows shall be the same as the dwelling.
5.5

Roofing

Roofing materials are to be either architectural asphalt shingles such as IKO Cambridge 30 or
equivalent, or concrete tile in the split shake profile. Roofing colours are to match or
compliment the building materials used in the construction of the dwelling and shall be a colour
identified in Appendix B – Approved Siding and Roofing Colours. Other roofing colours will be
approved at the discretion of the Architectural Coordinator.
5.6

Roof Hardware

All roof hardware (vents, stacks, flashing, etc.) must be painted or pre-finished to match the
colour of the roofing material.
Rainwater leaders and soffits shall match or compliment the approved trim colour.
5.7

Front Doors

The following guidelines shall apply to the front doors of a dwelling:


The front entrance of the dwelling shall face the street;



Front entry doors are to compliment the architectural style of the home and be simple in
design;



Entry doors should have glazing and/or sidelights and/or transom windows;



Only single front entry doors will be
permitted;



Contrasting but complimentary door colours
will be permitted;



Front doors may be wood, aluminum, or
fibreglass, painted to be complimentary to the
home;

16



Fibreglass doors may be stained to look like wood;



Screen doors shall be painted wood frame or metal; and



Sliding patio doors should not be located on front elevations.

5.8

Garage Doors

Garage doors shall have the following characteristics:


Must be a traditional carriage or renaissance style with vertically proportioned panels and
raised trim. This will give the appearance that the door has been constructed of wood or
metal.



Are not to exceed 2.44 metres (8 feet) in height and 6.10 metres (20 feet) in width unless
approved by the Architectural Coordinator.



Additional space above the garage door to eaves line (more than 24 inches) will have to
be justified and treated with an architectural feature.



The same garage door style will not be permitted to be side by side, there must be at
least one house of separation.
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5.9

Driveways

Broom finish concrete driveways will be approved as a minimum. It is encouraged that
driveways be detailed with borders or inset patterns utilizing exposed aggregate, patterned
concrete or pavers. The following details for driveways are minimum requirements and
alternatives:


No asphalt or gravel driveways will be permitted;



Total exposed aggregate driveways are acceptable (aggregate must be sealed);



Plain or exposed aggregate with reversed border will be acceptable;



Where borders are used they are to be a minimum of 0.46 metres (18 inches) in width;



Plain or exposed aggregate driveway with inlaid pavers in a patterned style will be
acceptable;



Front yard parking pads will not be permitted;



Front street entry driveways shall be single width driveways only; and



Front driveways will not be permitted on laned parcels.
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6.0

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

6.1

Recreation and Commercial Vehicles/Equipment

Recreational vehicles and commercial vehicles are not permitted in the Low Density Residence
District as per the Clearwater County Land Use Bylaw.
6.2

Satellite Dishes

Satellite dishes are allowed provided the dish size does not exceed 0.61 metres (2 feet) in
diameter and the location of the dish is concealed to minimize visual impact.
Satellite dishes must be attached to the home below the fascia line. Whenever possible, the
satellite dish should not be visible from the street.
Satellite dishes on freestanding poles will not be permitted.
6.3

Signage

Where the Clearwater County Land Use Bylaw requires business signage, the signage design
shall include the following:


Signage materials are to be integrated with dwelling building materials;



Signage materials are to be reflective of the historic legacy of Nordegg and could include
signage design elements identified for other areas in Nordegg (of appropriate residential
scale) in the Nordegg Development Plan – Design Guidelines;



Suggested signage fonts are to have an ‘old-west’ historical theme, similar to the fonts
identified in Appendix A of the Nordegg Development Plan – Design Guidelines; and



Must meet all requirements of the Clearwater County Land Use Bylaw.

6.3.1

Addressing Signage

Clearwater County will provide the homeowner with an address plaque. Please contact
Clearwater County to obtain the address plaque.
Address plaques shall be installed on the home, next to the front entry door.
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7.0

LANDSCAPING

7.1

Landscape Design

In the historic residential areas the landscape design should enhance the `garden city` planning
tradition. Creative designs and ornamental gardens that incorporate native, drought tolerant
species are encouraged, especially around buildings and in front yards.
The selection and arrangement of landscape materials is to provide visual interest through the
effective use of such design elements as colour, texture, variety and size differentiation.
7.2

Vegetation Retention

Where possible, existing vegetation should be retained and be sympathetic to integrating the
existing natural features into the site plan. Destruction of existing vegetation in natural areas
adjacent to private development will not be permitted.
The landscape plan shall clearly demonstrate how existing vegetation is to be retained. Grassed
areas and understory shall be maintained in accordance with The Homeowners Firesmart
Manual, attached as Appendix C.
Construction practices should identify all vegetation, onsite and offsite that are to remain.
Barriers at the perimeter of the tree roots should be installed to prevent any excavation or
vehicle compaction in these protected areas.
7.3

Fencing

A picket fence is required on all properties.
Picket fences shall be white, made up of vertical members between 2” to 4” wide and require a
minimum height of 0.91 metres (3 feet).
Picket fences are to be built across the entire front property line and must return up the side
property lines extending past the home a minimum of three quarters of the entire length of the
home. All other side and rear yard fencing may be a 1.52 metre (5 feet) high privacy fence.
A rear yard picket fence would be allowed on lots backing onto a pond or park.
Spacing between pickets shall be between 2” to 2.5”. Within this constraint, styles may vary.
Fences are to be constructed of vinyl materials only. Wood fences will not be permitted.
Chain link fences are not permitted anywhere.
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Examples of permitted picket fences are illustrated below:

7.4

Fire Pits and Outdoor Fireplaces

Fire pits and outdoor fireplaces will be permitted in the rear yard only and are to follow the
Clearwater County Fire Pit Guidelines as amended from time to time. Fire pits and outdoor
fireplaces shall be a minimum of 3.0 metres (9.84 feet) away from buildings and other
combustible material. Fire pits and outdoor fireplaces shall be a maximum diameter of 0.61
metres (2 feet) and must be covered by a screen.
Burn barrels are not permitted.
7.5

Recreational Equipment

Recreational equipment such as playground structures, trampolines, swimming pools, and hot
tubs are permitted as long as they are installed in the rear yards, are not visible from the front
street and comply with all applicable regulations.
7.6

Clotheslines

Clotheslines are not permitted.
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8.0

FIRESMART PRINCIPLES

8.1

Firesmart Manual

The Government of Alberta has prepared The Homeowners Firesmart Manual, which is
attached as Appendix C.
Applicable principles should be incorporated into the site preparation, building construction,
and site management during and after the construction process.
Properly preparing your home does not guarantee you will not be impacted by fire damage; it
does, however, reduce the risk. Purchasers are strongly encouraged to have adequate
insurance on their home and property.
9.0

APPROVAL PROCESS

9.1

Preliminary Review

To achieve the desired historical look and feel, designers are encouraged to create preliminary
renderings or sketches of a home that illustrates the proposed plans and elevations. The
Architectural Coordinator will conduct a preliminary review of these renderings or sketches to
ensure that the designer and homeowner will achieve the general architectural theme and
style, and building form and massing required in these Architectural Guidelines. The preliminary
review will be undertaken by the Architectural Coordinator using the checklist found in
Appendix D as a guideline.
9.2

Required Information

Builders will have to submit their plans to the Architectural Coordinator for architectural review
and confirmation of compliance with these Architectural Guidelines before they will be
permitted to apply to the Clearwater County for a Development Permit and an accredited
agency for a building permit.
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The following information will be required to be submitted to the Architectural Coordinator:


Exterior colours including trim, siding and stone;



Plot Plan (1:200 metric scale) showing the following:
 Lot size;
 Building envelope;
 Setbacks;
 Lot coverage;
 Easement and utility rights of way;
 Property and house corner grades;
 Construction Drawings (1/4”=1’-0”; 3/16”=1’-0”); and
 Completed Architectural exterior selections.

9.3

Security Deposit

A security deposit will be collected at the time of purchase by the Developer. The security
deposit will be held to ensure the building(s) are completed as per the approval of the
Architectural Coordinator and will also be used to repair any damages to Clearwater County
property and infrastructure and/or the lot incurred during the building process.
Builders must provide photographs to the Architectural Coordinator if there are any damages
to the lot and/or Clearwater County property and/or infrastructure prior to construction.
The security deposit will be released by the Developer to the homeowner upon completion of
the final inspection and approval by the Architectural Coordinator.
9.4

Final Inspection

Upon completion of the home, the applicant is to contact the Architectural Coordinator to have
a final inspection conducted. The purpose of this final inspection will be to confirm the home
matches the drawings submitted for the preliminary review and that no damage was incurred
to the lot or Clearwater County property and/or infrastructure during the building process.
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10.0

CONSTRUCTION REGULATIONS

10.1

Material and Equipment Storage

Builders will be allowed to store their materials and equipment on site during construction but
may not store on any other home sites.
Items stored will have to be stored in an organized and covered manner to ensure site
cleanliness.
Builders must ensure that they do not trespass or disturb any other properties.
Cleaning of paint, solvents, stains, etc will not be permitted on site.
Concrete trucks may not clean chutes anywhere on site.
10.2

Sanitary Units

Temporary sanitary services are to be provided on site by each builder for their construction
crew. Sanitary units must be in compliance with the Public Health Act of Alberta.
10.3

Use of Site

Construction debris and waste must be contained on site each day and removed at the end of
the project.
Debris may not be burned, dumped, or buried anywhere on site at any time.
Site damage (curbs, site furniture, sidewalks, roadways, vegetation) will be charged to the
responsible builder and/or landowner.
If a site is not maintained as set out in these Architectural Guidelines, the Developer reserves
the right to rectify any deficiencies at the cost of the responsible builder and/or homeowner
through the use of the security deposit.
10.4

Vehicles and Parking

Utility trailers may be parked on site for the time of construction only, at the risk of the builder.
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10.5

Other Notes

Vegetation material, top soil, or similar materials may not be dumped on site at any time.
Changing the oil of any equipment or vehicles is not permitted on site.
Erosion control will be the responsibility of the builder during construction.
Builders are to ensure that sites are not accessed except via the provided entries.
Please refer to Section 7.0 – Landscaping in regards to vegetation retention and proper
construction practices in this regard.
11.0

DISCRETION / DISCLAIMER

Notwithstanding anything else set out in these Guidelines, the Developer, and the Architectural
Coordinator may apply their respective judgements when considering and approving anything
regulated or controlled by these Guidelines. In so doing, the Developer and its consultants may
provide waivers of, or relaxations to any matter set out in these Guidelines in their sole and
absolute unfettered discretion.
Nothing herein contained shall be construed or implied as imposing on the Developer, its
agents or employees, any liability in the event of non-compliance with or non-fulfillment of any
of the terms, restrictions and benefits set forth herein and no liability or responsibility
whatsoever shall be incurred by the Developer, its agents or employees, in the performance or
non-performance of their rights and obligations herein.
11.1

No Right to Enforce

Only the Developer may enforce the Guidelines, no purchaser of a lot in Nordegg or Clearwater
County may enforce these Guidelines.
11.2

Right to Amend

The Developer may from time to time amend these Guidelines as it sees fit in its sole and
absolute unfettered discretion.
11.3

No Trespassing

No person shall infringe upon, excavate on, destroy, paint, fill in, cut, remove or tamper with
any lot in Nordegg that is not their own. If done so the Developer has full right to take legal
action for relief of any violation.
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12.0

CONTACTS

Architectural Coordinator
IBI Group
400 Kensington House
1167 Kensington Crescent NW
Calgary, AB T2N 1X7
Tel: 403.270.5600
Fax: 403.270.5610
Engineering Consultants
MPE Engineering Ltd.
302, 4701 – 49th Avenue
2635-37 Avenue NE
Red Deer, AB T4N 6L5
Tel: 403.348-8340
Fax: 403.348-8331
Developer
Clearwater County
PO Box 550
4340 47th Avenue
Rocky Mountain House, AB T4T 1A4
Tel: 403.845.4444
Fax: 403.845.4048
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APPENDIX A
Nordegg Low Density Residence District “NLDR”

13.4 (32)

NORDEGG LOW DENSITY RESIDENCE DISTRICT “NLDR”

THE PURPOSE OF THIS DISTRICT IS TO ACCOMMODATE AND REGULATE THE
DEVELOPMENT OF PRIVATE DWELLINGS AND SECONDARY SUITES IN THE
HISTORIC TOWN CENTRE OF NORDEGG.
FURTHER THIS DISTRICT HAS SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR LANED AND
LANELESS TYPE LOTS.
A.

PERMITTED USES
1.
Detached single family dwelling

B.

DISCRETIONARY USES
1.
Private garage
2.
Secondary suite* over a private garage
3.
Guest cottage*
4.
Artist studio* within dwelling or private garage
5.
One ancillary building (shall be incidental to a permitted use and may be
described as a wood shed, tool shed, personal workshop, equipment
enclosure, gazebo, conservatory or greenhouse)
*
See Subsection K. Definitions

C.

MINIMUM HABITABLE FLOOR AREA
1.
For detached single family dwelling, 75 square metres (807 sq. ft.) on the
ground floor.
2.
Other buildings as required by the Development Officer.

D.

BUILDING HEIGHT
Unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer:
1.
Dwellings shall be minimum 1 storey, maximum 2.5 storeys except
dwellings on corner lots shall be less than 2 storeys.
2.
Minimum and maximum building heights shall be measured in numbers of
storeys. Each storey is not to exceed 2.7 metres (9 feet) floor to ceiling.
3.
Notwithstanding the above, the maximum overall height of a dwelling
shall not exceed 9.5 metres (31 feet) from the lots average grade elevation.
4.
Detached garages shall be less than 2 storeys.
5.
Covered walkways between garage and dwelling shall not exceed height of
the garage.

E.

PERMITTED ENCROACHMENTS
1.
Porches are required in the front of a dwelling and shall not extend more
than 2.4 metres (7.9 feet) into the front yard setback.
2.
Balconies, stoops, bay windows, covered walkways, stairs, handicapped
ramps, and window wells are allowed:
(a) a maximum of 2.4 metres (7.9 feet) from the front of a dwelling; and

3.

(b) on a corner lot, a maximum of 2.0 metres (6.6 feet) from the side of a
dwelling.
Landmark lighting, benches and trees shall be located within 3.5 metres (12
feet) from a boulevard.

F.

DESIGN, CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE OF BUILDINGS
1.
All buildings added to a lot shall be new unless otherwise approved by the
Development Officer.
2.
No dwelling shall be a manufactured home. A modular home is permitted
provided it meets all the requirements of this land use district.
3.
The architecture, construction materials and appearance of buildings and
other structures shall be to accepted standards and shall complement the
natural features and character of the site and Nordegg's surroundings to
the satisfaction of the Development Officer. The municipality may, where
it desires, establish specific detailed architectural control guidelines and/or
development guidelines for any new development within this district.
4.
No two similar elevations or colors shall be within 4 properties of one
another on the same side of the street or across the street.
5.
Dwelling front entry must be facing the street.
6.
All development shall be reviewed in accordance with the Hamlet of
Nordegg Low Density Residence District (NLDR) Architectural Guidelines
in conjunction with the Nordegg Development Plan and the associated
Nordegg Development Plan – Design Guidelines.
7.
Dwellings and garages shall be constructed on permanent foundations.
8.
The exterior finish of any building shall be fully completed and finished
within 12 months from the date of commencement of construction of the
dwelling.
9.
Any building constructed, erected, or placed on the property shall be
constructed to conform to all Federal, Provincial, and Municipal statutes,
bylaws, and regulations, and shall be of sound workmanlike construction
with an expected life of at least 25 years.
10. Connection to municipal water and wastewater is required on each lot. No
private water wells are permitted. No private sewage treatment systems
are permitted.
11. All buildings shall be located, designed, and constructed in a manner to
minimize the possibility of ignition from a wildfire and to minimize the
spread of a structural fire to the wildland. All exterior building materials
shall be in accordance with the Hamlet of Nordegg Low Density Residence
District (NLDR) Architectural Guidelines.
12. Other regulations, guidelines, or development controls may be established
by the municipality for any new development within this district.

G.

LANDSCAPING AND FENCING
1.
Development approval of landscaping may be subject to a standard
acceptable to the Development Officer. The clearing of vegetation will be

2.

3.
H.

controlled through development permits, which may also require
landscaping to assist the retention of the natural visual quality of Nordegg.
No excavation shall be permitted or carried out on any property except as
required for the construction of buildings, or the installation of utilities, or
for landscaping. No sand, gravel, or earth shall be removed except as
required for the aforesaid purposes.
Fencing shall be as required in the Hamlet of Nordegg Low Density
Residence District (NLDR) Architectural Guidelines.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS
1.
Parking spaces shall be provided as per the Nordegg Development Plan –
Design Guidelines. Parking spaces shall be no less than 2.5 metres by 5.5
metres (8.2 feet by 18 feet). One parking space is required where net
residential area is less than 90 m2 (969 sq. ft.), two if greater than 90 m2 (969
sq. ft.).
2.
No holiday trailer/recreation vehicle or commercial vehicle may be parked
or stored on a lot in the Nordegg Low Density Residence District “NLDR”.
3.
All signs are subject to the approval of the Development Officer. In
considering a development application for a sign, the Development Officer
shall ensure that the proposed sign is consistent with the natural setting of
the area and shall have due regard to the visual impact of the sign in
relation to features of the site and the surrounding area.
4.
Garbage/refuse containers shall be located within lane right-of-way or
inside garage. All garbage/refuse and recycling shall be properly stored in
closed weatherproof and bear resistant containers in a sanitary manner so
as not to cause any odor or nuisance.
5.
Composting is not permitted.
6.
No person shall knowingly leave or store any refuse, food product, pet
food, birdseed, grain or salt in a manner which could constitute a lure,
attraction or enticement of wildlife.
7.
No person may accumulate, store or collect any wildlife attractants in a
manner that poses or may pose a risk to the safety of any person.
8.
No animals shall be kept on the property except a maximum of two cats
and two dogs. All animals shall be restrained and kept within the property
of the owner of such pets, so as not to cause any nuisance, annoyance, or
excessive noise.
9.
No abandoned vehicles, machinery, or other unsightly items shall be kept
or stored on any property, except within a building, with the intent that all
properties shall be kept in a neat, clean, and presentable condition.
10. No motorized vehicles of any type other than maintenance vehicles shall be
used or operated on any trails or walking paths within the subdivision area.
11. Such other requirements as the Development Officer may decide having
regard to the nature of the proposed development.

I.

SITE SPECIFIC – LANED LOTS
1.
Acceptable lot size:
For residential use, an area of at least 550 square metres (5,920 sq. ft.).
2.

Lot coverage:
The maximum lot coverage is fifty percent (50%) of the area of a lot. Lot
coverage shall be calculated by totaling the footprint of the dwelling and
any other buildings allowed on the property.

3.

Detached single family dwelling:
Building setback for detached single family dwelling with or without
attached garage:
(a) from a front property line shall be a minimum of 5.0 metres (16.4 feet)
and maximum of 6.0 metres (19.7 feet);
(b) from a rear property line shall be a minimum of 13.0 metres (42.6 feet);
(c) from a side property line on an internal lot shall be a minimum of 1.2
metres (4.0 feet); and
(d) in the case of a corner lot, the side yard adjacent to a public road shall
be a minimum of 3.0 metres (9.8 feet).

4.

Private garage:
Unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer, a maximum of one
private garage shall be located on a lot and shall be allowed only as a
discretionary use. If allowed by the Development Officer, the following
shall be adhered to:
(a) maximum floor area of 60 square metres (646 sq. ft.) or 60% of the
footprint of the dwelling, whichever is less;
(b) garages and parking will be from the rear;
(c) no side driveways or parking in front yards shall be allowed;
(d) attached garages are considered part of the principal building and shall
comply with setback provisions of a single family dwelling as stated
above, except that:
i) attached garages shall be a minimum of 4.5 metres (14.8 feet) from
the front of the dwelling;
(e) a private garage may contain a secondary suite in a loft over the private
garage;
(f) setback requirements for detached garages:
i) shall be located a minimum of 6.0 metres (19.7 feet) from a
dwelling;
ii) shall be a minimum of 6.0 metres (19.7 feet) from the rear property
boundary;
iii) without a loft shall be a minimum of 0.6 metres (2.0 feet) from the
side property boundaries;
iv) with a loft shall be a minimum of 1.2 metres (4.0 feet) from the side
property boundaries; and

v) in the case of a corner lot, the side yard adjacent to a public road
shall be a minimum of 3.0 metres (9.8 feet).
5.

J.

Guest cottage and ancillary building:
Unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer, a maximum of one
ancillary building and one guest cottage shall be located on a lot and shall
be allowed only as discretionary uses. If allowed by the Development
Officer, the following shall be adhered to:
(a) a guest cottage shall not exceed 37.2 square metres (400 sq. ft.) on the
main floor and may contain a loft;
(b) an ancillary building shall have a maximum floor area of 18.6 square
metres (200 sq. ft.);
(c) guest cottages and ancillary buildings:
i) shall be located to the rear of the dwelling;
ii) shall be located a minimum of 3.05 metres (10 feet) from the rear
wall of the dwelling;
iii) shall be located a minimum of 6.0 metres (19.7 feet) from a rear
property boundary;
iv) ancillary buildings shall be a minimum of 0.6 metres (2.0 feet) from
the side property boundaries;
v) guest cottages shall be a minimum of 1.2 metres (4.0 feet) from the
side property boundaries; and
vi) in the case of a corner lot, the side yard adjacent to a public road
shall be a minimum of 3.0 metres (9.8 feet).

SITE SPECIFIC – LANELESS LOTS
1.
Acceptable lot size:
For residential use, an area of at least 330 square metres (3,500 sq. ft.).
2.

Lot coverage:
The maximum lot coverage is fifty percent (50%) of the area of a lot. Lot
coverage shall calculated by totalling the footprint of the dwelling and any
other buildings allowed on the property.

3.

Detached single family dwelling:
Building setback for detached single family dwelling:
(a) from a front property line shall be a minimum of 5.0 metres (16.4 feet)
and a maximum of 6.0 metres (19.7 feet);
(b) from a rear property line shall be a minimum of 6.0 metres (19.7 feet);
and
(c) from a side property line shall be a minimum of 1.2 metres (4.0 feet);
and
(d) in the case of a corner lot, the side yard adjacent to a public road shall
be a minimum of 3.0 metres (9.8 feet).

K.

4.

Private garage:
Unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer, a maximum of one
private garage shall be located on a lot and shall be allowed only as a
discretionary use. If allowed by the Development Officer, the following
shall be adhered to:
(a) garages shall be attached to the dwelling;
(b) attached garages are considered part of the principal building and shall
comply with setback provisions of a detached single family dwelling as
stated above, except that:
i) garages shall be a minimum of 4.5 metres (14.76 feet) from the front
of the dwelling;
(c) maximum floor area of 26.8 square metres (288 sq. ft.); and
(d) a private garage may contain a secondary suite in a loft over the private
garage.

5.

Guest cottage and ancillary building:
Unless otherwise approved by the Development Officer, a maximum of one
ancillary building and one guest cottage shall be located on a lot and shall
be allowed only as discretionary uses. If allowed by the Development
Officer, the following shall be adhered to:
(a) a guest cottage shall not exceed 37.2 square metres (400 sq. ft.) on the
main floor and may contain a loft;
(b) an ancillary building shall have a maximum floor area of 18.6 square
metres (200 sq. ft.);
(c) guest cottages and ancillary buildings:
i) shall be located to the rear of the dwelling;
ii) shall be located a minimum of 3.05 metres (10 feet) from the rear
wall of the dwelling;
iii) ancillary buildings shall be a minimum of 0.6 metres (2.0 feet) from
the rear and side property boundaries; and
iv) guest cottages shall be a minimum of 1.2 metres (4.0 feet) from the
rear and side property boundaries; and
(d) in the case of a corner lot, the side yard adjacent to a public road shall
be a minimum of 3.0 metres (9.8 feet).

DEFINITIONS
“ARTIST STUDIO” means development used for the purpose of small scale, onsite, production of goods by hand manufacturing primarily involving the use of
hand tools. Typical uses include pottery, ceramics, jewelry, toy manufacturing,
sculpture and painting. An artist studio shall not include a gallery for the
display and sale of items produced. An artist studio may be located within a
dwelling or private garage.
“GUEST COTTAGE” means a building that is separate from the main building
that contains sleeping accommodations, but no kitchen or cooking facilities, for
the use of members of the family or temporary guests.

“SECONDARY SUITE” means a developed living accommodation contained
within the loft of a private garage.

APPENDIX B
Approved Siding and Roofing Colours

Approved Siding Colours
Product: James Hardie Siding Products with ColorPlus Technology
Arctic White

Monterey Taupe

Harris Cream

Autumn Tan

Timber Bark

Tuscan Gold

Khaki Brown

Heathered Moss

Chestnut Brown

Navajo Beige

Mountain Sage

Traditional Red

Sandstone Beige

Parkside Pine

Countrylane Red

Woodstock Brown

Boothbay Blue

Iron Gray

Cobble Stone

Evening Blue

Additional colours from alternate manufacturers may be approved at the discretion of the
Architectural Coordinator.
Approved Roofing Colours
Product : IKO Cambridge 30

Product: BP Harmony Z

Dual Black

Shadow Black

Harvard Slate

Twilight Grey

Weather Wood

Weather Rock

Driftwood

Beachwood

Charcoal Grey

Autumn Brown

Dual Brown

Sandstone

Heatherwood

Antique Wood

APPENDIX C
The Homeowners Firesmart Manual

FOURTH EDITION

1

The Rural Reality
Forest and prairie wildfires are capable of spreading at an astonishing rate.
Crowning wildfires often spread at rates of 7 kilometres per hour, and can
potentially send embers as far as 2 kilometres ahead of the fire. Wind-blown
prairie fires can travel at speeds in excess of 10 kilometres per hour.
In Alberta, 50 per cent of wildfires are caused by human activity. The
remaining 50 per cent are sparked naturally by lightning.
Over the last 10 years, an average of 1,300 wildfires a year have burned 210,000
hectares of forest annually in Alberta. Wildfires have forced the evacuation of
thousands of people from their communities, and have even destroyed homes.
If you live in or near a forested area, you may be more likely to encounter a
wildfire. The best way to protect yourself against loss, damage or injury is to
practice FireSmart principles on your property.

Waiver
Alberta Sustainable Resource Development and the Crown accept no responsibility of liability for:
• any loss or damage that any person may sustain as a result of the information in, or anything done
or omitted in reliance on, this pamphlet; and
• any personal injury or bodily injury, including death, and any loss or damage caused by a wildfire
to insured or uninsured structures and/or property where FireSmart principles have been applied.
ISBN# 978-0-7785-7072-1
ISBN# 978-0-7785-7073-8

Publication No. I/189
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By following the FireSmart Home Owner’s Manual, you can help reduce that
risk.
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2

Get Ready
Properly preparing your home and community doesn’t completely guarantee
you won’t incur fire damage, but it does reduce the risk. Make sure you have
adequate insurance on your home and property.
Some of the measures in this manual cost very little and help reduce your vulnerability to wildfire; others require planning and a long-term commitment.
Let’s look at three areas where you can apply FireSmart principles to protect
or reduce the damage to your property from a wildfire.

Site Preparation

Interface Priority Zones

Any kind of vegetation is
combustible.
Mature trees, shrubs, grass and even
your woodpile can easily ignite
and increase the chance of wildfire
damaging your home and property.
Managing the space around your
home and buildings is of utmost
importance.

What to do?
Remove any trees and debris that
would support the rapid spread of a
wildfire. Make sure to thin or space
trees so that the crowns (tops) of
individual trees are at least 3-6 metres
apart.
Remove tree branches up to 2 metres
from the ground. Also remove thick
shrubbery and deadfall to reduce the
chance that a wildfire will climb up
into the forest canopy. Once a wildfire
is crowning, it’s very difficult to stop.
Because fires spread more easily
uphill and downwind it’s important
to extend Priority Zone 2 further on
downhill slopes and on windward
exposures.

Do you have a cleared zone around your house and buildings?
The 10-metre space immediately surrounding your home is Priority Zone 1. It’s
the most critical area to introduce FireSmart principles. A fuel-free space will
give firefighters a chance to save your
home from an advancing wildfire. A
home without a fuel-free space can make
firefighting difficult, if not impossible.

Lawn or non-combustible material
- within 30 metres of building (0 pts).

How FireSmart is your “Second Priority” zone?
The area extending from 10 to 30 metres away from your home is Priority Zone 2.
In this zone, you need to reduce fuels by thinning and pruning trees so that
intense wildfires don’t have as much fuel to burn.

What to do?
Remove flammable trees and shrubs,
such as pine, spruce and juniper. Other
species such as aspen, poplar and birch
have lower flammability rates. Also
remove deadfall or woodpiles from
this area. Keep your grass mowed and
watered.

Before

Crown Spacing
3-6 metres

Can you extend your FireSmart
maintenance plan to the “Third
Priority” zone?
After
Priority Zone 3 begins 30 metres from
your home and extends to a distance of 100 metres and beyond. In this zone the
objective is not to remove all combustible fuels from the forest, but to thin the area
so fires will be low-intensity and more easily extinguished.
What to do?
Thin or reduce the shrubs and trees that
make up the understory. Try to keep
fire-resistant trees such as aspen, poplar
and birch, while spacing more flammable trees so that each individual crown is
at least 3-6 metres apart.
These are…
simple economical steps anyone
can take to create a FireSmart home,
community or business site. To ensure
years of protection, make sure you
maintain your FireSmart Priority Zones.

An example of thinned understory
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Building Construction

PHOTO: KELVIN HIRSCH

Ensure your roof is free of
combustible needles and leaves
and there are no overhanging trees
or branches that can provide fuel
for airborne sparks and embers.

Unrated wood shakes (30 pts) - provide no fire
protection.

Closed eaves,
vents screened
with 3-millimetre mesh and
accessible (0 pts)

Single pane (2 or 4 pts) - virtually no
protection is provided by single pane glass.

PHOTO: PELLA WINDOWS

PHOTO: KELVIN HIRSCH

Open eaves,
vents not
screened (6 pts)

Are your doors and windows
FireSmart?
Be sure to remove flammable
forest fuels within 10 metres of
glazed window and door openings.
Tempered, thermal or smaller doublepane windows will provide far greater
protection than single pane glass.

Are your exterior
walls FireSmart?
Materials such as stucco,
metal, brick and concrete
offer superior resistance
to wildfire. Logs and
heavy timber are less
effective, and wood and
vinyl siding offer very
little protection.
Non-combustible siding (0 pts)
Materials such as stucco, metal siding, brick cement shingles, concrete
block, poured concrete and rock offer superior fire resistance.

Closed eaves,
vents not
screened with
3-millimetre
mesh (1 pt)

PHOTO: KELVIN HIRSCH

Metal, tile, asphalt, ULC-rated treated shakes
or non-combustible material (0 pts) - the most fire
resistant and remain effective under severe fire exposure.

Eaves and vents are
ready-made openings
that can allow heat
and embers to enter
a building and ignite.
Ensure eaves are closed
in and screen all vents
and soffits. Keep areas
under decks and porches
clear of debris and sheath
the undersides with fireresistant material.

PHOTO: PELLA WINDOWS

Is your roof FireSmart?
The most fire-resistant roofing
materials are metal, clay tile
and asphalt shingles. Untreated
wooden shakes and shingles
provide no resistance. They
are ideal fuels for an advancing
wildfire.

PHOTO: KELVIN HIRSCH

The second set of FireSmart guidelines deals with building materials and
design standards. While it may not be practical or economical to apply all
of them to an existing structure, many FireSmart modifications are easily
accomplished. Others can be included in long-term maintenance or renovation
plans, and incorporated in new
structures as they are designed
and constructed.

PHOTOS: DON MORTIMER

Is the exterior of your home vulnerable to firebrand ignition?
If you are designing your home, eliminate areas where firebrands (airborne
sparks and embers) could accumulate and ignite siding, windowsills or trim.
Exterior siding should be fire-resistant and extend from ground level to the
roofline.

Tempered (0 pts) - optimum protection is
provided by tempered glass.

Double pane (1 or 2 pts) - moderate protection
is provided by double or thermal pane windows.
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A Well Thought-Out
FireSmart Protection Plan

Don’t Be the Cause of a Wildfire
Wildfires often start as small
accidental ignitions. You can help
prevent an accidental wildfire from
starting by using FireSmart standards
around your property.

D

FireSmart your chimney
Chimneys should be constructed
to meet Alberta building code
requirements and have approved
spark arrestors installed.

O

M
E

Q
F

Burn barrels and fire pits
Burn barrels and fire pits should
be located away from buildings and 3 metres away from other combustible
material. Always ensure your burn barrel has proper ventilation and is covered
with a screen. Never leave your
burning barrel or fire pit unattended
while it is in use. For a safer method
of disposal bring your debris to a
local landfill site.

Contact your utility company to clear away vegetation

around overhead electrical installations.
Emergency facilities
Ensure your property has adequate emergency vehicle access and an on-site
emergency water supply, such as a pond, tank, creek or lake.

On-site fire tools
Every home should have shovels, rakes, axes, garden hoses, sprinklers and
ladders to assist in suppressing wildfires and protecting homes.

N
R

P

L
G

C

B

H
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Burn Barrel

Power lines and propane tanks
Vegetation should be cleared away
from power lines, propane tanks and
other fuel supplies.

J

K

I

A

A Prune tree branches to a minimum height of 2 metres.
B Store firewood a minimum of 10 metres from any structures (avoid down-slope location).
C Remove all combustible trees, long grass, shrubs, logs, branches, twigs and needles
within 10 metres of a structure.
D Thin trees (with 3-6 metres between crowns) for at least 30 metres from any structure.
E Contact your utility company if trees or branches are not clear of power lines.
F Keep mowed and watered grass within 10 metres of buildings.
G Have your address, municipal fire number or lot number clearly visible for quick
identification by fire services.
H Make sure your driveway is wide enough to accommodate emergency vehicles so
they have enough space to turn around.
I Provide an alternate emergency access route to and from your property.
J Have a nearby pond or tank with an emergency water supply.
K FireSmart your fire pit or burning barrel.
L Clear your driveway of trees to a distance of at least 3 metres on either side.
M Make sure your chimney is to code and has spark arrestor screens installed.
N Close in eaves, vents, and soffits.
O Sheath undersides of balconies, decks and crawlspaces with flame-resistant materials.
P Locate propane tanks at least 10 metres from any building and clear vegetation at
least 3 metres around propane tanks.
Q Use only Class A-, B- or C-rated fire resistant roofing and fire-resistant exterior siding.
R Install solid shutters or metal firescreens to provide increased fire protection for windows and doors.
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Home & Site Hazard Assessment

Do Your Own Home and
Site Hazard Assessment

Important
Factors

Assign the indicated number of points for each assessment area. The fewer
points you get, the more prepared your property is to successfully survive a
wildfire. If a question does not apply to your home, score 0.

Characteristics
of Material

Point
Rating

What kind of roofing
material do you have?

Metal, clay tile, asphalt shingle or
ULC-rated shakes

30

How clean is your
roof?

Unrated wood shakes
No needles, leaves or other
combustible materials
A scattering of needles and leaves
Clogged gutters and extensive leaves

3

Non-combustible material
stucco, metal siding or brick

0

Logs or heavy timbers

1

Wood, vinyl siding or wood shakes
Closed eaves and vents with 3 mm of
wire mesh
Closed eaves and vents with no mesh

6

Open eaves and vents

6

Decks, balconies and porches are
screened or sheathed with fireresistant materials

0

Decks, balconies and porches
are screened or sheathed with
combustible materials

2

Decks, balconies and porches are not
screened or sheathed

6

Tempered glass in all doors/windows

0

Double-pane glass:
• Small/Medium
• Large

1
2

Single-pane glass:
• Small/Medium
• Large

2
4

More than 10 metres away from any
building

0

What is the exterior
of your home built
of?
Are your eaves and
vents closed-up and
screened?
Have you screenedin the underside of
your balcony, deck or
porch?

PHOTO: CDF

How fire-resistant are
your windows and
doors?

This is a good example of a how FireSmart can help reduce the risk to homes from wildfire

Where is your
woodpile or other
combustibles located?
Is your home set back
from the edge of a
slope?

Less than 10 metres away from any
building
Building is located on the bottom or
lower portion of a hill
Building is located on the mid- to
upper portion or crest of a hill

Low <21 points Moderate 21-29 points

High 30-35 points

Your
Score

0

0
2

0
1

6
0
6
Extreme >35 points
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Other FireSmart Considerations

Home & Site Hazard Assessment
Important
Factors

Potential
Hazards

Point
Rating

What type of forest
surrounds your
home, and how far
away is it?

Deciduous trees (poplar, birch) within 10
metres of buildings

0

Deciduous trees 10-30 metres from
buildings

0

Mixedwood (poplar/birch & spruce/pine)
within 10 metres of buildings

30

Mixedwood 10-30 metres from buildings

10

Conifers (spruce, pine or fir) within 10
metres of buildings
• Separated
• Continuous

30
30

Conifers (spruce, pine or fir) within 10-30
metres of buildings
• Separated
• Continuous
What kind of
surface vegetation
grows in the
zones around your
buildings?

Are there abundant
underbrush and
ladder fuels in the
surrounding forest?

Your
Score

Important Factors
Do you have adequate insurance on your home and
property?

Do you have the necessary fire suppression equipment
(shovels, rakes, buckets, hoses, etc.) easily accessible?

Are your burn barrels screened and at least 10 metres
from combustibles and buildings?
Are overhead power lines clear of vegetation and at
least a tree’s length away from nearby forest?

10
30
0

Are propane tanks clear of vegetation and at least 10
metres away from your home and other buildings?

Uncut wild grass or shrubs
• Within 10 metres of buildings
• Within 10-30 metres of buildings

30
5

Are emergency fire services within a 10-minute drive
from your home?

Dead and downed woody material
within 10 metres of building
• Scattered
• Abundant

30
30

Well-watered lawn or non-combustible
landscaping material

Dead and downed woody material
within 10-30 metres of building
• Scattered
• Abundant

5
30

None within 10-30 metres

0

Scattered within 10-30 metres of buildings

5

Abundant within 10-30 metres of
buildings

10

The Wildfire Hazard Level for your home is:
Low <21 points Moderate 21-29 points

High 30-35 points

Total
Score
Extreme >35 points

Is you chimney clean? Does it have proper clearances,
screens and spark arrestors?

Do you have adequate access to your property for
emergency response vehicles?
Is the area within 10 metres of your home and other
buildings free of flammable trees, other vegetation and
combustible materials?
Do you have an adequate and accessible on-site water
supply in case of fire?
Does your family have an emergency fire and
evacuation plan?

Yes

No
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Emergency Phone Numbers
Put the emergency numbers for your area in a visible place close to your
telephone.
Fire Department: ___________________________
Police:		

___________________________

Alberta Sustainable Resource Development
Area Office:
___________________________

To report a wildfire call

310-FIRE

Property Identification:
Section ______ Township______ Range ______ West of the ______ Meridian
Or
Lot ______ Blk ______ Plan______
Or
Street Address _____________________________________________________

For more information on the Alberta Forest Protection Division program
contact the Sustainable Resource Development area nearest you:
Clearwater
Tel. (403) 845-8272
Fax (403) 845-7999

Smoky
Tel. (780) 538-5560
Fax (780) 538-5522

Foothills
Tel. (780) 723-8269
Fax (780) 712-4483

Southern Rockies
Tel. (403) 297-8800
Fax (403) 297-8865

Lac La Biche
Tel. (780) 623-5388
Fax (780) 623-2570

Upper Hay
Tel. (780) 926-3761
Fax (780) 926-5446

Lesser Slave
Tel. (780) 849-7400
Fax (780) 849-3299

Waterways
Tel. (780) 743-7125
Fax (780) 743-7244

Peace
Tel. (780) 624-6190
Fax (780) 624-7192

Woodlands
Tel. (780) 778-7237
Fax (780) 778-4659

For more information about protecting your home and community from
wildfire, order a copy of FireSmart, Protecting Your Community from Wildfire.
Copies are available from Partners in Protection by calling (780) 435-7338 or
visiting partnersinprotection.ab.ca/downloads or from your local Alberta
Sustainable Resource Development area office.

For more information on wildfire in Alberta visit:

srd.alberta.ca/wildfires
For fire ban information in Alberta visit:

albertafirebans.ca

To order this manual, contact:
Information Centre
Main Floor, 9920 - 108 Street
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T5K 2M4
1-780-944-0313
srd.infocent@gov.ab.ca

APPENDIX D
Design Review Checklist

Hamlet of Nordegg, Clearwater County
Nordegg Low Density Residence District (NLDR)
Design Review Checklist
Phase _____ Lot _____ Block ______

Plan _______

Parcel Product Type



Laned Parcel
Laneless Parcel

Site Requirements
Dwelling Setbacks for a Laned Parcel:
 Front yard setback 5.0 metres minimum and 6.0 metres maximum.
 Rear yard setback 13.0 metres minimum.
 Side yard setback 1.2 metres minimum except:
 Corner site: the width of the side yard adjacent to a public road shall be a
minimum of 3.0 metres.
Private Garage Setbacks for a Laned Parcel:
 Minimum of 6.0 metres from a dwelling for a detached garage.
 Rear yard setback 6.0 metres minimum.
 Side yard setback 0.6 metres minimum except:
 Side yard setback 1.2 metres minimum for a detached garage with a loft.
 Corner site: the width of the side yard adjacent to a public road shall be a
minimum of 3.0 metres.
Dwelling Setbacks for a Laneless Parcel:
 Front yard setback 5.0 metres minimum and 6.0 metres maximum.
 Rear yard setback 6.0 metres minimum.
 Side yard setback 1.2 metres minimum except:
 Corner site: the width of the side yard adjacent to a public road shall be a
minimum of 3.0 metres.
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Guest Cottage and Ancillary Building Setbacks for Laneless and Laned Parcels:
 Shall be located to the rear of the dwelling.
 Shall be located a minimum of 3.05 metres from the rear wall of the dwelling.




Laned Parcels:
 Rear yard setback minimum 6.0 metres for Ancillary Buildings.
 Rear yard setback minimum 6.0 metres for Guest Cottages.
 Side yard setback minimum 0.6 metres for Ancillary Buildings.
 Side yard setback minimum 1.2 metres for Guest Cottages.
 Corner site: the width of the side yard adjacent to a public road shall be a
minimum of 3.0 metres.
Laneless Parcels:
 Rear yard setback minimum 0.6 metres for Ancillary Buildings.
 Rear yard setback minimum 1.2 metres for Guest Cottages.
 Side yard setback minimum 0.6 metres for Ancillary Buildings.
 Side yard setback minimum 1.2 metres for Guest Cottages.
 Corner site: the width of the side yard adjacent to a public road shall be a
minimum of 3.0 metres.

*Some encroachments are permitted; please refer to the Nordegg Low Density Residence
District (NLDR) if encroachments are requested by the builder.
Building Placement:
House:




Detached single family dwelling only.
Front entry is facing the street.
Must be constructed on a permanent foundation.

Garage:




Laned parcels:
 Garages and parking will be from the rear.
 Must be constructed on permanent foundation.
Laneless Parcels:
 Garages must be attached to the side of a dwelling.
 Garages shall be a minimum of 4.5 metres from the front of a dwelling.
 Must be constructed on a permanent foundation.
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Building Height






Each storey is not to exceed 2.7 metres in height (9 feet).
Minimum of one storey, maximum of 2.5 storeys.
Dwellings on corner lots shall be less than 2 storeys.
Detached garages shall be less than 2 storeys.
Covered walkway between the garage and the dwelling may not exceed height of the
garage.
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Minimum / Maximum Floor Area
Detached single family dwelling:
 Minimum floor area of 75 square metres (807 sq. ft.).
Private Garage on a Laned Parcel:
 Maximum floor area of 60 square metres (646 sq. ft.) OR 60% of the footprint of the
dwelling, whichever is less.
Private Garage on a Laneless Parcel:
 Maximum floor area of 26.8 square metres (288 sq. ft.).
Guest Cottage:
 Maximum floor area of 37.2 square metres (400 sq. ft.).
Ancillary Building:
 Maximum floor area of 18.6 square metres (200 sq. ft.)
Other Buildings: As required by the Development Officer.

Architectural Theme




Housing style and detail is modeled after the original houses, present circa 1915.
4-5” siding.
Front porch.

Repetition



House designs may not be repeated more often than every fifth (5th) home on the same
side of the street.
Home designs may not be repeated within three (3) lots on the opposite side of the
street.
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Building Form and Massing





Basic building form to be a one storey cottage roof style or a two storey gabled end.
Basic roof slope is between 4:12 and 12:12.
Overhangs are to be 0.45 metres (18 inches) minimum.
Skylights are to be flat.

Corner Lots







Additional treatment required on corner lots. Side elevation to be well articulated.
Architectural elements required to be incorporated onto the side elevation that is
appropriate for the overall design of the house.
Battens required on openings.
Other elements that could be incorporated include box outs, chimneys, fully detailed
windows, shadow bands, belly boards and/or a porch or veranda that wrap around from
the front of the house.
Rear elevations on corner lots must have full treatment.

Rear Elevation






Rear elevation detailing required.
Minimum – battens around openings.
Three storey uninterrupted elevations on walkout lots not permitted.
Rear elevations on walkouts to be articulated to reduced massing.
Homes that back or side onto opens spaces require extra detail much like the front
elevation.

Decks and Patios




Handrails to be pre finished aluminum. Wood rails may be permitted.
Columns supporting decks are to be architecturally detailed.
Decks are to be shown on the drawings and built at time of construction of the dwelling.

Columns



Columns must be boxed out in a decorative manner.
Columns should show structural integrity and have a rich level of detailing.
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Dormers





May be located on front or sides of cottage roofed houses.
May be located on sides of gable end houses.
Dormers may have one or two windows.
Dormers shall be finished in concrete composite shingles or shakes (4” vertical).

Porches and Balconies








All houses require a front porch which may be open or closed.
Pressure treated timber, cedar or composite decking will be permitted.
Railing Spindles and supporting posts shall have a square character with minimum
detailing.
Concrete front steps and verandas will not be permitted.
Railing may be pre finished aluminum or wood.
Porches shall extend not more than 2.4 metres (7.9 feet) into the front yard.
Balconies, stoops, bay windows, covered walkways, stairs, handicapped ramps, and
window wells are allowed:
• a maximum of 2.4 metres (7.9 feet) from the front of a dwelling; and
• on a corner lot, a maximum of 2.0 metres (6.6 feet) from the side of a dwelling.

Building Materials and Colours
Primary Wall Materials
 4”-5” Horizontal concrete composite siding approved.
 Vinyl siding is not approved.
 Alternate siding materials may be approved based on demonstration of
appropriateness.
Secondary Wall Materials
 Brick and concrete composite shakes or shingles will be permitted as secondary
materials.
Trim, Fascia and Soffits
 Trim will be required on all front and rear elevations.
 Corner boards are to be a minimum of 4” wide.
 Shadow boards should be used in all open gable ends on front and rear elevations.
 Fascia on open gables on the front elevation and other highly visible areas are to be
constructed from composite materials. All other fascia may be pre finished aluminum.
 All fascia must be a minimum of 8” in height.
 If white vinyl windows are used, all window trim is to be painted white.
 Trim shall be painted in a colour that contrasts the primary wall material.
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Windows
 Windows are to be casement or double hung.
 Sliding windows in bedrooms will be permitted.
 Windows may be wood, vinyl or aluminum clad.
 Upper floor windows are to have a proportion of 2a-a only. (See Diagram in section 5.3)
 Window dressing or muntin bars are required on front elevations and on the street side
of corner lots.
 Windows on garages are to match the dwelling.
Roofing





Architectural Asphalt Shingles such as IKO Cambridge 30 or equivalent, or
Concrete tile in the split shake profile.
Roofing colours must be in Appendix B – Approved Siding and Roofing Colours.
Roof hardware (vents, stacks, flashing) must be painted / pre-finished to match the
roofing colour.

Front Doors
 Should have glazing, sidelights or transom.
 Only single front doors will be permitted.
 Contrasting but complimentary door colours will be permitted.
 Front doors may be wood, aluminum or fiberglass.
 Fibreglass doors may be stained to look like wood.
 Sliding patio doors should not be located on front elevations.
Garage Doors
 Garage doors must be a carriage or renaissance style with vertically proportioned panels
and raised trim.
 Garage doors are not to exceed 8 feet in height and 20 feet in width.
 Additional space between the garage door and eave line shall not be greater than 24”
unless architecturally treated.
 The same garage door will not be permitted on two residences side by side. There must
be at least one house of separation.
Driveways
 Broom finished concrete driveways will be approved as a minimum.
 Asphalt driveways are not permitted.
 Front yard parking pads are not permitted.
 Front street entry driveways shall be single width only.
 Front driveways are noted permitted on laned parcels.

7

Miscellaneous
 Address plaques will be installed on each home next to the front entry door.
 A picket fence is required on all homes in accordance with section 7.3 of the
Architectural Guidelines.

The Design Review process is provided as a service. While care is taken to provide precise data,
Clearwater County and its designated Consultants assume no responsibility for the accuracy of
the information given in the documents, or for any losses or damages resulting from the use
thereof.
It remains the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that the construction of any
buildings on the site conforms with provincial, local or municipal laws, regulations, Bylaws
or other enactments and any encumbrances affecting the title to the property, including,
without limitation, utility right of ways, easements, restrictive covenants, bearing
certificates and all the requirements of development.
CLEARWATER COUNTY AND ITS DESIGNATED CONSULTANTS ASSUME ABSOLUTELY NO
RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT THE BUILDING COMPLIES WITH ALL OF THE FOREGOING.
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