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1 Introduction
I n 2014, Clearw ater County initiated a trail planning process for Nordegg
to direct dev elopment of future trails within the Hamlet boundaries. MPE
Engineering and Armstrong Consulting Serv ices were retained to lead the
planning process.
The Nordegg Trail Plan proposes dev elopment of an internal trail system for
use by residents of Nordegg and v isitors from across Alberta. The trails w ill
prov ide linkages to facilities and attractions within Nordegg, and connections
to the Rocky-Nordegg Rail Trail and other regional trails in the surrounding
Bighorn Backcountry.

1.1

Background Planning Directions

Trail planning for Nordegg must consider ongoing development of the
Hamlet, as w ell as trail management of the surrounding region by the
Alberta Gov ernment.
The Nordegg Development Plan has provided long-term direction on the
modern dev elopment of Nordegg since 2000. The stated Vision for the
Nordegg Community is “striving to be a unique family friendly, four season
community w hich maintains consistency w ith its historic legacy and natural
mountainous setting….”.
Policies throughout the Nordegg Development Plan support and encourage
a connected trail system for the Hamlet (North and South).
The most recent dev elopments within Nordegg are the leisure residential lots
in the North Subdiv ision and the residential lots w ithin the Historic Tow n Centre.
Both of these dev elopments include recreational trails and opportunities for
more trails.
Recreational trails are also a popular attraction in the Bighorn Backcountry
that surrounds Nordegg. Several major trails start near Nordegg including the
Coliseum Mountain Trail and trail complexes around Baldy Mountain and on
Eagle Ridge south of the Hamlet.
The Gov ernment of Alberta regulates the type of trail uses permitted on
public lands surrounding Nordegg. The Prov incial regulations allow motorized
trails for Off Highw ay Vehicles (OHV) on Eagle Ridge south Nordegg and
around Baldy Mountain. How ever, only non-motorized trails are permitted
on Coliseum Mountain, Shunda Creek Meadows and w est towards Fish Lakes
and Goldeye Provincial Recreation Areas.
Clearw ater County, in cooperation with the Province of Alberta, has started
redev elopment of the historic rail line from Nordegg to Rocky Mountain House
as a recreation trail. The Rail Trail is designed for multiple recreational trail
uses, both motorized and non-motorized. A section of the Rail Trail is
constructed adjacent to Nordegg and connects to a new staging area
along the Forestry Trunk Road (Hw y 734) w est of the Tow n Centre. The new
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trail continues eastw ard to Beaverdam Provincial Recreation Area. I n future
years, the trail is to be extended to Saunders and ev entually to Rocky
Mountain House.

Rail Trail

1.2

Existing Trail Conditions

Formal and informal trails are w ell established w ithin Nordegg (See Map 1 –
Existing Trails in Appendix).
A netw ork of informal OHV trails leads southwards from the Tow n Centre to
the Rail Trail and up onto Eagle Ridge. West of the Community Centre, a
series of trails follow the ridges beside Long and Carp Lakes. A heav ily used
OHV trail leads from the intersection of Highway 11-Shunda Creek Road
tow ards Stuart Av enue providing a trail linkage to the North Subdiv ision.
I n the North Subdiv ision, a myriad of OHV trails are located east of the Shunda
Creek Campground and south of the Old Timers Campground. Sev eral nonmotorized trails cross the meadow s south of the Shunda Creek Hostel and
lead ov er to Shunda Creek Road. A non-motorized trail exists betw een the
subdiv ision lots on Rav en Rise and Ptarmigan Road.
The v ery popular Coliseum Mountain Trail (non-motorized) starts adjacent
to the North Subdiv ision and heads up onto Coliseum Mountain.
Most of the informal trails are not maintained and some of the trails hav e
safety issues (e.g., blind intersections), erosion on slopes, poor drainage,
and numerous dow ned trees.
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Informal OHV Trail

1.3

Public Involvement

The preparation of this Trail Plan w as guided by interv iews with several trail
users w ithin the community. The trail users included local people w ho ride
quads, snow mobiles and motorcycles, as w ell as w alkers, hikers, cross-country
skiers and snow -shoers. The interv iews w ith trail users identified numerous
comments and suggestions for consideration in the Draft Trail Plan.
A Draft Trail Plan w as presented to the community for comment in August
2015. A copy of the plan w as posted on the County Website and people
w ere invited to review the plan and submit comments v ia an online
questionnaire. A display on the Trail Plan w as av ailable for review and
discussion w ith personnel at the August 4, 2015 Pancake Breakfast.
Community feedback w as generally very supportive of the directions outlined
in the Trail Plan. How ever, the Plan w as revised in consideration of some of the
public input.

Page 3

Nordegg Trail Plan

2 Future Trails
The follow ing Vision Statement w ill guide development of trails
w ithin Nordegg:

2.1

Vision Statement
“A managed and sustainable trail system for all trail users that links our
community, provides recreational enjoyment, economic benefits, and
celebrates the history and beauty of the Brazeau Mountains.”

A primary role of the trail plan is managing existing, informal trail use in a safe
and sustainable manner.

2.2

Objectives

Key objectiv es of the Nordegg Trail Plan are:
•

Promote sustainable recreation and tourism in the region,

•

Promote safe and responsible use of trails,

•

Prov ide connections within the local community to existing and
new recreation facilities, heritage sites and commercial services,

•

Prov ide links to existing and future regional trails adjacent to
the Hamlet.

2.3

Trail Types and Locations

The trail system proposed for Nordegg provides internal linkages to
community attractions and services, connections to surrounding regional
trails and formalizes many of the existing trails w ithin the community.
Map 2 – Future Trails (see Appendix) outlines the trail system proposed for
Nordegg. Tw o types of trails are proposed including:

2.3.1 Multi Use Trails
•

Trails that accommodate a range of activ ities including motorized
OHVs (quads, snow mobiles, motorcycles), as w ell as non-motorized
users (pedestrians, cyclists, cross-country skiing, snow shoeing,
equestrian),

•

Larger motorized v ehicles (e.g., trucks, jeeps) w ill not be allow ed,

•

Trail sharing and etiquette w ill be emphasized.

2.3.2 Non-Motorized Trails
• Trails w here only non-motorized uses (pedestrians, bicyclists, crosscountry skiing, snow shoeing, equestrian) w ill be allowed.
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2.3.3 OHV Use of Roads In North Subdivision
•

OHVs may continue to use roads w ithin the North Subdiv ision in order
to access surrounding regional trails,

•

OHVs on roads must be operated in accordance with Provincial
legislation and Clearw ater County’s OHV By-law.

•

Riders must adhere to all traffic regulations (e.g., speed limits, noise
lev els).

•

OHV safety and etiquette signs w ill be installed along entrance roads
in the North Subdiv ision.

2.3.4 OHV Use of Roads in South Nordegg
• OHVs w ill not be allow ed to use roads w ithin South Nordegg
(e.g., Stuart Av enue, Quarry Road, Historic Tow n Centre) due to
safety concerns.
•

A system of Multi Use Trails w ill be built w ithin South Nordegg to prov ide
OHV access to Commercial Serv ices and links to surrounding trails.

•

OHVs may use grav el lanes and alleys w ithin South Nordegg only to
connect to designated Multi Use Trails.

•

The restriction of OHVs on roads w ill not take place until Multi Use Trails
are in operation.

•

A major public aw areness and compliance program w ill be
implemented as the new trails come into serv ice.

2.3.5 Trails to Historic Site
At present, access to the Historic Site for guided mine tours is by v ehicle
only. No trails are proposed to access the Historic Site at this time. I n future,
pedestrian access to the Historic Site v ia the original rail line corridor may
be considered.
The Rail Trail adjacent to the Historic Site prov ides a v iewpoint overlooking the
Historic Site. I nterpretive information about the mine site w ill be installed at the
v iewpoint.

Historic Buildings
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2.3.6 Staging Areas
Trail staging areas act as the formal starting point for trail systems and are
especially important to tourists v isiting Nordegg to access trails. The staging
areas are good locations to prov ide detailed trail information to users,
especially v isitors.
Trail staging areas w ill be built or maintained as follow s:
•

Rail Trail Staging Area (existing),

•

Coliseum Mountain Trail Staging Area (existing),

•

Baldy Mountain Trail Staging Area (new ).

The new Baldy Mountain Staging Area w ill be placed along the Forestry
Trunk Road (Hw y 734) to make it easier for tourists to find and reduce
traffic w ithin the North Subdiv ision. The Staging Area w ill be designed to
accommodate OHV use and prov ide an access point for multi use trails
around Baldy Mountain.
The existing informal access to the Baldy Mountain trails along the Baldy
Mountain Road w ill be left as is w ith no further improvements.
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3 Trail Development Standards
3.1

Primary Multi Use Trails

The Primary Multi Use trails provide key linkages within the trail system by
connecting to community facilities and surrounding regional trails. The primary
trails w ill be constructed to accommodate both motorized and nonmotorized users in a safe and sustainable manner.
Base material w ill be placed to prov ide a raised surface that w ill drain
properly and sustain trail traffic,

•

Surface – granular material w ill be compacted to prov ide a surface
that is suitable for all users,

•

Tread Width – 3 metres,

•

Clearing Width – 4 to 5 metres,

•

Clearing Height – 3.5 metres,

•

Gradient – up to 20%.

•

Signs w ill be placed at all trail entrance to encourage trail sharing
among different types of users (motorized and non-motorized).

3.5m

•

3.0m+
4.0-5.0m

Sketch: Primary Multi Use
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3.2

Secondary Multi Use Trails

Secondary Multi Use trails will include many of the existing OHV trails that are
popular for continued motorized and non-motorized uses. Trails that can be
maintained in a safe and sustainable manner w ill be kept open, but existing
trails that are unsafe, poorly drained or eroding may be re-routed or closed.
No base material w ill be placed, except in areas w here the existing
trails are w et or eroding,

•

Surface – Natural materials,

•

Tread Width – 1.5 to 2 metres,

•

Clearing Width – 2.5 metres,

•

Clearing Height – 2.5 metres,

•

Gradient – up to 30%.

•

Signs w ill be placed at all trail entrance to encourage trail sharing
among different types of users (motorized and non-motorized).

2.5m

•

1.5-2.0m
2.5m

Sketch: Secondary Multi Use
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3.3

Non-Motorized Trails

The system of Non-Motorized trails within Nordegg will provide access to
community facilities, nearby neighbourhoods, viewpoints (e.g., lakes) and
circle routes for strolling or exercise. The trail system w ill be designed to be as
natural as possible and env ironmentally sustainable. Clearing for the trails w ill
be kept v ery narrow to discourage access by OHV’s.
• Surface – natural materials,
Tread Width – 0.5 metre,

•

Clearing Width – 1 metre. Hand-clearing only, minimal mechanical
clearing,

•

Clearing Height – 2.5 metres,

•

Gradient – up to 30%,

•

Grooming for cross-country skiing is permitted w here the terrain
is suitable.

•

Barriers and regulation signs w ill be placed at all entrances to the NonMotorized Trails to discourage use by OHV’s.

2.5m

2.5m

•

0.5m
1.0m+

Sketch: Non-Motor Use
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3.4

Sidewalks and Pathways in New Developments

Plans for the Low er Stuart Street Area and the Historic Tow n Centre identify
future opportunities for development of commercial services, resorts, and
expanded residential subdiv isions. Planning is conceptual at this time, w ith
no specific details or site plans.
Sidew alks, boardwalks, pathways and trails w ill be included in future
dev elopments. As developments occur, detailed planning w ill direct the
exact location and routing of trails. Connections and linkages to the broader
community trail system and regional trails w ill be an important consideration
in designing the new dev elopments.

3.5

Historic Trestles

The three railroad trestles located along the rail line in Nordegg are a
reminder of the importance of railroads to local history. The trestles w ill be
ev aluated to see if they could be kept as part of the trail system. Trail use of
the trestles w ill be dependent on an engineering ev aluation of the condition
of the trestles and risk / liability considerations.
I f the ev aluation is negative for trail use, access to the trestles will be blocked.

Historic Trestle

3.6

Trail Furnishings

I n general, trail furnishings will be limited along the Nordegg trails. Benches
may be placed at v iewpoints and rest locations. Waste receptacles may
be placed at staging areas or major trail entry points, but trail users w ill be
strongly encouraged to carry out their garbage. Bollards or barriers may
be needed at some entry points to discourage motorized access to nonmotorized trails.
The design of trail furnishings w ill conform to guidelines approved by
Clearw ater County in the document Landmark Components prepared
by I BI Land Plan.
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Lake Viewpoint

3.7

Highway Crossings

Along Highw ay 11, tw o trail crossings are proposed to provide connections
betw een North and South Nordegg. The crossings will be on grade across
the highw ay pav ement. Safety is a key factor in the location and design of
the crossings.
Crossings are planned near the intersections of Highway 11 w ith Shunda
Creek Road and Pine Martin Road. The exact location and design of the
crossings w ill be in accordance with Alberta Transportation requirements.
Caution signs along the highw ay are proposed, as w ell as safety signs on
the trails. Emphasis w ill be placed on placement of safety signs to av oid any
future accidents.

3.8

Staging Areas Design

The design and lay out of staging areas w ill be dependent on the type of
trails accessed from the staging area (motorized or non-motorized). The
parking lots for the Rail Trail and Baldy Mountain Staging Areas need to
accommodate larger v ehicles pulling trailer units. The parking lot for the
Coliseum Staging Area is adequate for passenger v ehicles, as it exists.
All staging areas w ill require a trail information kiosk, a toilet and
w aste receptacle.
Directional signs to Staging Areas w ill be placed along Highw ay 11 and
on local roads as necessary.
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Staging Area Kiosk

3.9

Regional Trail Connections

A primary role of Nordegg trails is to connect to surrounding regional trails
to prov ide access to the surrounding Bighorn Backcountry.
Nordegg’s Multi Use Trails w ill connect to the Rail Trail and trails on Eagle
Ridge (south of Nordegg) and Baldy Mountain. The Non-Motorized Trails
in Nordegg w ill connect to trails on Coliseum Mountain, in Shunda Creek
Meadows and tow ards Fish Lakes.

3.10

Trail Information and Signs

The lack of accurate trail information is one of the major complaints about
existing trails in Nordegg. Providing accurate trail information will be a priority
for implementation. The following methods are proposed:
•

Local maps and brochures (in cooperation with the Government
of Alberta),

•

Web site maps and trail descriptions,

•

Community and Staging Area Signs,

•

Regulatory signs,

•

Share the trail signage,

•

Way-finding markers on trails,

•

I nterpretive signs at key locations (e.g., trestles, Historic Site Viewpoint).
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Map 2 – Future Trails
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